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[A collection of historical material from AMEC chiefly re 

gas production by Woodall-Duckham, but also reflecting 

the work of other companies and other aspects of gas 

production] 
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Box 

 

Date Content 

1 

 

General History 

1/1 

 

1928 The book of Woodhall-Duckham companies 

(2nd edn.)/The Woodhall-Duckham 

Vertical Retort & Oven Construction Co. 

(1920) Ltd. 

 

1/2 1947 

 

Twenty years of coke oven construction 

1926 – 1946/- ditto – 

 

1/3 1953 

 

1903 – 1953. 50 years of coal 

carbonisation/Woodhall-Duckham 

Construction Co. Ltd. 

 

1/4 1964 

 

The Woodhall-Duckham Group of companies 

1/5 1978 

 

Woodhall-Duckham 1903 – 1978/Woodhall-

Duckham Ltd. 

 

1/6 1957 

 

British coal. The rebirth of an 

industry. Published on the completion 

of the first ten years of public 

ownership/National Coal Board 

 

2 

 

Geographically specific plant 

2/1 

 

1938 Alloa town council gas department. 

Official opening and inspection of gas 

show room and manufacturing plant 

 

2/2 1925 Aberdeen Corporation gas department. 

Official inspection, May 25th 1925 

 

2/3 1956 The Avenue carbonisation and chemical 

plant. National Coal Board. A detailed 

description of the comprehensive coking 



plant at Wingerworth, Chesterfield 

 

2/4 1956 Programme for the official inauguration 

of the Avenue carbonisation and 

chemical plant. The National Coal Board 

– East Midlands Division … Oct 30th 

1956 

 

2/5 c.1948 Beckton. The biggest gas works in the 

world/Gas Light & Coke Co. 

 

2/6 c.1948 [------ similar to 2/4a ------] 

 

2/7 [1948] Beckton/North Thames Gas Board 

 

2/8 1948 A royal occasion at Beckton, 4 Jul 

1948/Gas Light & Coke Co. 

 

2/9 1938 City of Bradford gas department. 

Reconstruction and centralisation of 

manufacturing plant at the Birkshall 

Gas Works … 28 Sept 1938 

 

2/10 1930 Bow Common Works. Opening of the 

reconstructed works … 30 Jun 1930/Gas 

Light & Coke Co. 

 

2/11 1940 Bridgwater Gas Light Company. 

Inauguration of the new carbonising and 

coke screening plant. 18 Jan 1940 

 

2/12 c.1964 High pressure coal gasification (Lurgi 

system) for West Midlands Gas Board at 

Coleshill, England, main contractor 

Woodhall-Duckham 

 

2/13 - Corby Deene. An installation of 

Woodall-Duckham Becker coke ovens at 

the Deene coking plant of Stewarts and 

Lloyds Ltd. 

 

2/14 1972 Foundry coke production in county 

Durham. Coal blending plants/Coal 

Products. A division of the National 

Coal Board. Prepared to commemorate the 

opening of Derwent Haugh blending plant 

… and the Norwood blending plant on 2 

Aug 1972 

 

2/15 - The Fishburn carbonisation plant. 

Description of W-D Becker coke ovens 



and by-products recovery plant/Woodall-

Duckham Construction Co. Ltd. 

 

2/16 - The Fishburn carbonisation plant. The 

National Coal Board, Durham Division 

 

2/17 1930 County Borough of Huddersfield, 

transport and cleaning department. 

Official opening of the new refuse 

disposal plant, St. Andrews Road, 

Huddersfield, 10 Oct 1930 

 

2/18 1936 ------ as above ------ 13 Jul 1936 

 

2/19 1968 Invergordon aluminium smelter for 

British Aluminium Co. Ltd. Formation 

and description of a British Consortium 

Organisation comprising Woodall-Duckham 

Ltd. et al 

 

2/20 1933 “Towards cheaper steel”. An 

installation of Becker coke ovens and 

by-product recovery plant at the Irlam 

steelworks of the Lancashire Steel 

Corporation Ltd. Designed and erected 

by the Woodall-Duckham Vertical Retort 

& Oven Construction Company (1920) Ltd. 

 

2/21 1959? Gas from oil at the Isle of Grain/South 

Eastern Gas Board 

 

2/22 - Oil gasification – Isle of Grain -

/South Eastern Gas Board 

 

2/23 1954 Carbonising developments at Kensal 

Green Works. [Advance copy of the 

article to appear in Gas Times of 16 

Apr 1954] 

 

2/24 195- North Thames Gas Board. Kensal Green 

Works. The complete gasification plant. 

The new continuous vertical retort 

installation 

 

2/25 1967 Killinghome. Stage 3. Built by Woodall-

Duckham Limited for the East Midlands 

Gas Board. Repr. from Gas Journal 11 

Jan 1967 

 

2/26 1957 The Litchurch Works. The East Midlands 

Gas Board, Notts & Derby Division. 



Official inauguration 19 Jun 1957 

 

2/27 1959 The Murton coking plant. National Coal 

Board, Durham Division. Repr. from Coke 

and Gas … Aug & Sept 1959 

 

2/28 - The Murton coking plant. The National 

Coal Board, Durham Division 

 

2/29 - Brighton, Hove & Worthing Gas Company. 

Description of manufacturing plant at 

Portslade Works [xerox] 

 

2/30 1954 Inauguration … of the new vertical 

retort plant at Portslade Gas Works, 3 

May 1954 

 

2/31 1933 Portsmouth Gas Company. Inauguration of 

new carbonising plant, 4 Sept 1933 

 

2/32 1929 Silsden Urban District Council. 

Official inauguration and inspection of 

the continuous vertical retort 

installation, 8 Oct 1929 

 

2/33 1968 Slough & Romford hpg plants. 80 & 120 

m.s.c.f.d. plants for North Thames Gas 

Board designed & constructed by 

Woodall-Duckham. Article by C.J.P. de 

Winton, repr. from Gas Journal 31 Jul 

1968 

 

2/34 1930 Description of the Becker coke oven 

plant at the Smithywood Works of 

Thorncliffe Coal Distillation Ltd., 

Sheffield/Woodall-Duckham Vertical 

Retort & Oven Construction Co. (1920) 

Ltd. 

 

2/35 - Continuous tubular reforming plant for 

the Southall Works of North Thames Gas 

Board/Power-Gas Corp. Ltd. 

 

2/36 1953 The new Swan Village Gasworks. A 

project commissioned by the gas 

committee of the Birmingham City 

Council and completed by the Birmingham 

Division of the West Midlands Gas Board 

 

2/37 1936 An installation of W-D Becker coke 

ovens and by-product recovery plant at 



the works of the Workington Iron and 

Steel Company. The United Steel 

Companies Ltd., Cumberland Group. 

Designed and erected by the Woodall-

Duckham Vertical Retort & Oven 

Construction Co. (1920) Ltd. 
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